
how was the jasper isd bond developed?
Because the Few Primary Bond is coming to completion this summer, Jasper ISD began to explore this 
opportunity. The 2021 Jasper ISD School Bond is a result of quality community input and careful weighing 
of options. The bond package derives from the work of the Long Range Master Plan Committee, made 
up of 26 community leaders, parents, teachers, local business owners, and Board members representing 
a cross section of the district. The committee met during the months of December 2020 and January 
2021 to evaluate the need for facilities renovations and new construction in the district, focusing primarily 
on Parnell Elementary School. During its meetings, the committee received presentations from industry 
professionals, toured Parnell Elementary, and took into consideration current needs. The committee’s final 
recommendation was presented to the Jasper ISD Board of Trustees for review and approved on January 
25, 2021. On February 8, 2021 the Board approved the recommendation and unanimously called for a 
bond election.

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE 2021 BOND, AND HOW MUCH IS IT FOR?
The 2021 Bond will fund an addition and renovations to Parnell Elementary School that would return Third 
Grade back to the campus, as well as district-wide priority maintenance projects. In addition to various 
renovations district-wide, the 2021 Bond will upgrade security systems at all campuses with new complete 
camera systems installation at Few and Parnell, an update to and increase of systems at the junior high 
and high school, and improvements to security vestibules. The Jasper ISD Board of Trustees has called a 
$18.5 million bond referendum to fund the proposed projects.

how will passing a bond affect current property tax rates?
Because the Few Primary Bond is coming to completion this summer, if approved by voters, the 2021 Bond 
will produce NO TAX RATE INCREASE for Jasper ISD taxpayers. Additionally, Jasper ISD has decreased the 
total tax rate over the last two years, from a previous $1.3356 to the current $1.2204 (11-cent decrease in 
2019-20; 1-cent decrease in 2020-21).

WHAT WILL THE BALLOT SAY?
“THE ISSUANCE OF $18,500,000 OF BONDS BY THE JASPER INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL 
FACILITIES, THE PURCHASE OF SCHOOL BUSES, AND THE LEVYING OF A TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF. THIS IS A 
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.”

if the tax rate will not increase, why does the ballot say “this 
is a property tax increase?”
Recent legislation now requires all ballot language for school bond elections to include the phrase “THIS IS 
A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE”, regardless of whether or not the district tax rate will increase due to the bond 
election. Jasper ISD does not have control over local home valuations, just the district tax rate. Voters 
may see an increase in the amount of overall property tax they pay if they make improvements to their 
home or their appraised value increases, but the Jasper ISD tax rate they pay will not increase. Again, 
Jasper ISD does not control the appraised value of taxpayers’ homes, which determines the amount of 
total property tax paid (to the county, utility districts, school district, etc.).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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WHY MOVE THIRD GRADE back to parnell?
The Long Range Master Plan Committee agreed that moving Third Grade back to Parnell would best 
serve our students and Jasper ISD as a whole. Since reading is a high priority and all students should be 
on grade level by Third Grade, efforts in Pre-K through Second Grade at Jean C. Few Primary must be 
focused on childhood literacy. Moving Third Grade to Parnell will allow Few Primary to focus on childhood 
literacy. With the high stakes testing required by the State of Texas for Third Grade, moving these students 
to Parnell will facilitate improved student performance. Finally the current student drop-off/pick-up at 
Few Primary is congested. Moving Third Grade will reduce traffic issues that have occurred since adding 
the additional grade to the campus, while the new drive at Parnell would help with both safety and traffic 
on Park street at Parnell. 

Wouldn’t this money be better spent on our students’ education?
Bond money does NOT pay for the general maintenance and operations of a school – it does NOT 
pay teachers, run buses, provide food services or maintenance and custodial services. If the bond does 
not pass, any renovations, remodels, and/or improvements to keep our schools open will come from 
maintenance and operation funds, which WILL take funds from the education of our children.

Is Jasper ISD required to sell the entire bond amount approved?
No. Jasper ISD will sell what is necessary to complete the proposed projects.

WITH THE 2021 BOND, HOW WOULD JASPER ISD’S TAX RATE COMPARE TO 
OTHER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICTS?
Because the 2021 Bond will not increase the tax rate, Jasper ISD will continue to have a lower total tax 
rate than many surrounding school districts:

District M&O Rate I&S Rate Total Tax Rate
Buna ISD $1.0516 $0.3484 $1.4000
Silsbee ISD $1.0533 $0.3350 $1.3883
Lufkin ISD $1.0381 $0.2860 $1.3241
Kirbyville ISD $0.9700 $0.3350 $1.3050
Nacgodoches ISD $1.0547 $0.2450 $1.2997
Newton ISD $1.0683 $0.2197 $1.2880
West Sabine ISD $0.9299 $0.3050 $1.2349
Jasper ISD $1.0547 $0.1657 $1.2204
Woodville ISD $0.9664 $0.0000 $0.9664

Do homestead exemptions apply to multiple properties?
No. Texas Law requires school districts to offer a $25,000 exemption on residence homesteads. The owner 
has an ownership interest in the property and uses the property as the owner’s PRINCIPAL residence. 
The applicant is required to state that the applicant does not claim an exemption on another residence 
homestead in or outside of Texas.
Texas Tax Code Section 11.13

Does the 65+ exemption apply to multiple properties?
No, neither the homestead nor the over 65 exemption can be applied to multiple properties other than 
the principle residence. Texas law requires school districts to offer AN ADDITIONAL $10,000 residence 
homestead exemption to persons age 65 or older or disabled.
Texas Tax Code Section 11.13

WHERE AND WHEN CAN I VOTE?
You may vote early from April 19 through April 27 at the City of Jasper located at 465 South Main Street. 
Early voting will be open from 8:00am to 5:00pm April 19 through April 23 and 7:00am to 7:00pm April 26 
and April 27. Early voting will not be open on the weekend.  Election Day is Saturday, May 1. Polls will 
be open from 7:00am – 7:00pm at the City of Jasper (465 South Main Street), Parnell Elementary School  
(151 Park Street), Jasper  High School (400 Bulldog Avenue), and Mount Olive Baptist Church  
(1942 North Main Street). Voters can vote at any Election Day polling location.

*Source: Municipal Advisory Council of Texas
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